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Tue Councit’s Work For THE PROFESSION. 


There was a time when our Council had com- 
paratively little to do with Government Depart- 
ments, and certainly had but little influence with 
them. Matters have changed altogether since then; 
and during the last decade the Council has become 
accustomed to frequently confer with various Gov- 
ernment Departments. Naturally during the last 
three years this intercourse has greatly increased ; 
and the result has been beneficial to the profession 
in many directions. Probably few members have 
ever realised how much they owe to the influence 
which the Council has had upon Government 
Departments through these last years. 

Instances are occurring constantly. One was the 
. letter, published a fortnight ago, announcing that 

the Secretary had obtained the statement from the 
Ministry of Food that veterinary surgeons are en- 
titled to supplementary rations—which is no small 
boon. Others were the communications read at the 
last Council meeting from the Ministry of Food and 
the Ministry of Labour, relating respectively to the 
use of fats and oils in veterinary practice, and the 
re-settlement of veterinary surgeons in civil life 
after the war. The Council is now in touch with 
more Government Departments than ever before. 
With one antag War Office—the results 
have often n disappointing; but, considering 
the present power and absolutist tendencies of that 
body, perhaps no more could have been expected. 

With other Departments the Council has often 
been very successful ; and perhaps the most striking 
example of its utility to the profession is in con- 
nection with the motor and petrol regulations. We 
all remember the confusion that prevailed regarding 
them. Lccal officials were slow to grant veterinary 
rights; and many practitioners did not understand 
what those rights were. The Council cleared up 
the maze, and then undertook the onerous task of 
the rectification of individual cases. No one can 
say how much additional work this cast upon the 
Secretary; but the work was well done, and resulted 
in substantial benefit to many working practitioners. 

Members who have not yet subscribed to the 
College funds might well consider the Council's 
record of war work for the profession. Of course, 
it was no more than the Council’s duty; but the 
work was well done, and the results have proved 
valuable to the profession. Some of it, again, would 
not have been done had not the Council and its 
officers been keenly alive to their responsibilities 
and on the alert for every opportunity to advance 
the interests of the profession. Perhaps the chief 
credit belongs to the President, whose work in these 
matters alone more than justifies his continued re- 
election to office, and to the assistance he has 


received from probably the best Secretary the 
R.C.V.S. has hn had. y the benefit of the results 
goes to the whole profession, the working prac- 
titioner has an ample share of it. 


TREATMENT OF ECTO-PARASITES IN Ls. 


F. C. Bishopp and H. P. Wood have recently 
tested several of the preparations commonly em- 
ployed against ecto-parasites of fowls, and several 
other compositions which they thought might prove 
efficacious. 

They find that the common acari may be destroyed 
by two or three disinfections of every part of the 
fowl houses (perches, nests, walls and floors) by 
means of abundant and careful washing with crude 
petroleum. The disinfections are repeated at in- 
tervals of a month. Carbolic acid is equally effica- 
cious; but its effect is less durable. e best 
treatment for foot-mange is to immerse the feet in 
crude petroleum, repeating the treatment a month 
later for greater security. 

Against lice, no remedy was found so efficacious 
as commercial fluoride of sodium (containing 90 = 
to 98 p.c. of the fluoride). Its action is rather 
slow ; but as it is permanent, it ends by destroying 
all the lice, both the adults and those which gradu- 
ally hatch out from the eggs. A single treatment 
suffices to effect this object. 

Fluoride of sodium may be applied in powder 
form or in baths. In the first case the best method 
is to apply the powder in pinches under the 
feathers immediately upon the skin. As all the 
species of lice do not migrate over the whole body, 
it is of essential importance to place pinches of the 
powder in various parts of the body of the fowl— 
one on the head, one on the neck, two on the back, 
one on the breast, one under the anal a , one 
on the tail, one on each thigh, and a little on the 
under surface of each wing held open. The drug 
may also be applied with a pulveriser; but this 
method is attended by such drawbacks as consum- 
ing a greater quantity of the powder, dispersing it 
into the air and irritating the nose and throat of 
the operator, being disagreeable to the fowls, and 
perhaps irritating their respiratory passages; so 
the authors prefer the first method. 

The method of a is more rapid and easy. 
A solution, which should be tepid, of from 5:6 to 
7-5 grammes of commercial sodium fluoride or of 
5 grammes of the chemically ~ drug to the litre 
of water is used. Each fowl is immersed in this 
solution by holding it by the two wings united 
over the back. Care is taken that the solution 
should reach the skin, the feathers being raised by 
passing the hand in a contrary direction to them 
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while the whole body, except the head, is immersed. 
Finally, the head is immersed once or twice. 
is necessary to bathe each 
wi. 
Pulverisation with flowers of sulphur is also 


very efficacious; but it is necessary to repeat it 


after an interval of four days. 

The authors have found that a bath in a solution 
of 7.5 grammes of soap to the litre destroys all the 
lice of fowls; but a second treatment is necessary 
ten days later, as the bath does not destroy the 

. As this solution completely soaks the 
feathers, it should be applied only on calm, warm 
days, to avoid risk of chill to the fowls. 

Among the other remedies in use, a mixture of 
crude carbolic acid, gasoline, and chalk is effica- 
cious, but requires repeated applications. Mer- 
curial ointment is very efficacious against Menopon 
biseriatum, but is of little use against Lipewrus 
heterographus and L. raria bilis. Against the last 
species repeated applications are necessary, which 

tly raises the cost of the treatment. Compo- 
sitions with a pyrethrum base do not completely 
destroy the lice. 

To destroy the lice of the heads of chickens 
and young fowls, an emulsion of petroleum and 
carbolic acid, applied in small doses, is extremely 
efficacions, There are lice-destroying preparations 
advertised which consist largely of naphthalene. 
This drug certainly has an insecticide action, but 
is prejudicial to the eggs and fowls, and may even 
kill the fowls if it remains long in contact with 
them.—(La Clinica Veterinaria). W. B.C. 


A NOTE ON DOURINE. 


By Colonel H. T. v.D., 1.¢.v.D., 
Principal, Punjab Veterinary College, Lahore. 
[Abridged.] 
(Continued from p. 441.) 

in the stallion. The primary symptom 
consists in the appearance of cedematous swelling of the 
penis and.the neighbouring parts. There is little doubt 
that this symptom always appears, but is so variable in 
amount that at times it may escape notice. Generally 
it is easily seen and in some cases is considerable, in- 
volving the prepuce, sheath, and in some cases the 
scrotum, and may extend under the skin of the belly 
towards the chest. It appears in from 10 to 30 days 

after an infective covering. 
The parasite appears to grow in crops in the tissues 
near the seat of inoculation, for the amount of cedema 
t varies considerably from time to time as the 
parasites are few or numerous. The primary cedema 
usually disappears after a time, and after a few days 
it reappears. There is some slight irritation in the 
—_ The horse is uneasy and is constantly drawing 
and retracting it. The result of the recurrence of 
cedema in the parts is that by degrees yo becomes 
organised into fibrous tissue there, and after about a 
month the sheath becomes permanently swollen and is 


donghy to the touch. 
trypanosome seems to greatly prefer the lymph- 
atic system. Travelling along the lymphatics it reaches 
the neighbouring lymphatic gland and this generally 
becomes ne early in the attack. 

The urethra in some cases will be rendered slightly 
; and sooner or later protrude somewhat. In 


such cases the passing of urine may be. attended by 


some pain. 

In the early stages of the disease, when the amount of 
cedema is small and there are no constitutional symp- 
toms, it is very difficult to realise that there is any- 
thing seriously wrong with the horse, as his coat is 
glossy, condition good, appetite nor and tempera- 
ture generally within normal limits. This is most un- 
fortunate because at this time the horse will generally 
freely and easily cover a mare, and it at this time that 
he is most infective. This cedematous swelling may be 
the only symptom noticed for some months, and if 
during all this time the horse is kept at work consider- 
able damage will be done. 

As a rule, in pra an observed cases in India, especi- 
ally in imported animals, the parasite gains the general 
circulation, probably by way of the lymphatics. It does 
not appent to multiply in it. It is practically impossible 
to find any trypanosomes in the blood of the general 
circulation at any period of the disease, but there is the 
fact that we can generally reproduce the disease in a 
susceptible animal by inoculating it with a large quan- 
tity of blood from a diseased animal. The entry of the 
parasite into the blood causes no fever. 

What does occur in most cases is that a few parasites 
escape from the cutaneous capillaries into the tissnes 
and give rise to the peculiar eruption on the skin in the 
shape of flattened cedematous patches or plaques. 

Symptoms in the mare. The infective material gains 
entry to the mucous membrane of the vagina and gives 
rise to inflammation and cedema, in the same way as in 
the horse, and as the clitoris is generally involved the 
mare is uneasy, whisks her tail, and appears to be in 
season, and this is often the first symptom seen. Cases 
are on record in which congestion and cedema of the 
vaginal mucous membrane are the only changes noticed 
for six or seven months—a most dangerous state of 


Fyne | the cedematous swelling involves one or 
both lips of the vulva. The swelling may be very slight 
and scarcely noticeable or it may extend to the perineum 
or even to the mammary gland. If the mucous mem- 
brane of the vagina be examined, of it will be 
found congested and cedematous. ese are red at first 
and later reddish violet. The clitoris is generally con- 
gested and irritated in an erect position and this causes 
the mare to rub her rump and tail against the stable 
wall. In some cases small ulcers appear on the mem- 
brane but they are not constant and soon heal up. 
Mucous discharge generally escapes from the vulva but 
the quantity and quality bev A considerably. In some 
cases it is scarcely perceptible, in others it is viscid, 
aa white in colour, soils the tail, perineum and 
thighs. 

> RRR the local lesions in the horse, the 
swellings increase and decrease but eventually the elas- 
ticity of the tissues of the vulva is lost, fibrous tissue 
develops and the organ becomes deformed, flaccid, 
wrinkled, gaping at the lower extremity and showing 
the congested clitoris. This is the condition often seen 
in old cases in which, in addition, patches of white 
tissue due to destruction of pigment, will be seen on 
the skin of the vulva. 

These then are the early symptoms in the mare and 
they may remain throughout the disease. The parasite 
goes on multiplying and soon gains the general circula- 
tion and, in the same way as in the horse, gives rise toa 
patchy eruption of the skin. 

tion of patches. What generally occurs in care- 

fully observed cases in India is that in from 25 to 60 
days after the infective covering a peculiar patchy erup- 
tion appears on the ski | 

In Lingard’s cases, in five mares the first ue 
appeared in 30, 32, 24 and 33 devs respectively after 
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covering, while in the fifth it was 116 days. In two/sult. In such cases emaciation continues and death 


laques a 
r 70 days. In my original cases it 


inoculated mares 
days and in the ot 
was 34 and 36 days. 


In some cases the plaques are very few and so small | themselves, but that pa’ 


as to be discovered with difficulty, it being necessary to 
look along the skin towards the light to see them at all. 
In such cases there is just the faintest layer of edema | 
in the skin and the hair over it lies unevenly. Asa rule | 
the plaques are large and seen in considerable number. | 
They are generally circular patches of cedema, flat or. 
slightly oval on the surface, but they may be irregular | 
in shape. gp Beat ip size from $ to 5 inches in diam. 
but irregular-s! ped ones may be even larger. They | 
may appear singly and at long intervals or several 
within a period of 12 to 24 hours. 
e circular p nee are generally only ey! raised 
above the surrounding skin. Each plaque, in the great 
majority of cases, —— but once and after persisting 
for a variable time disappears slowly or suddenly. The 
time which they remain varies from 1 to about 40 days: 
but generally only for a short time. They are due to 
the trypanosome ming localised in the tissues and 

setting up slight lymphangitis and consequent cedema. 
The newly erupted patches invariably contain the try- 
osome in greater or lesser numbers. The eruption 


in some recorded cases for 75 to 313 | 


in one case in 34| results. 


Maresch, in Bohemia, states that the malady may run 
its course without any Pa a of paralysis showing 
ysis cannot be nt in 

Dourine without being accompanied, or at least pre- 


ceded, by the characteristic lesion of the erative 
apparatus. At the time when paralysis usually shows 


or even in abeyance: they may reappear later 
to the supposition that they are secondary and 
primary symptoms. 

Other complications are not at all uncommon. 
puration and abscess formation in the lymphatics 
occur, and especially in those situated in the region of 
the scrotum of the horse and the mammary gland of the 
mare. In the stallion invasion of the lymphatic vessels 
of the spermatic cord produces slight, very chronic in- 
flammations of the cord, epididymis and testicles. The 
result is enormous thickening of the cord, complete loss 
of the gland tissue of the testicle and the development 
in its place of an enormous amount of fibrous tissue. 
There are for some time symptoms of continued irrita- 
tion, the animal standing with one or other of the hitid 
legs raised alternately. pling 

Another not infrequent complication is the localisa- 


itself the other local lesions may be few and not very 
and 
not 


of patches cong the course of the disease continues for | tion of the parasite in one or other of the joints, hock, 


a variable peri 
days, in the horse. In a thorough-bred stallion they 
continued 313 days. i 

The following periods have been noted :—Arab stal- 
lions 254-304 days; Australian mares 168-202 days; 
country-bred mares 75-181 days. 

The time varies then in different soln, Se 
in country-breds and longest in alish 

orough- 

The eruption of plaques is generally greatest early in 
the course of the disease and at this time in well-marked 
cases the body is seldom entirely free from them for any 
length of time. As the disease progresses they become 
fewer and eventually long intervals elapse during which 
no plaques appear and the disease seems to make no 
progress. Lingard quotes a case in which the interval 
was 138 days or 44 months, and this coincides with my 
own experience. In very old cases patches apparently 
cease to occur. 

At a later period other skin lesions appear at the seat 
of the cedema, testicles, scrotum, vulva, perineum, in 
the form of leucoderma or white spots due to destruction 
of the skin pigment by the trypanosome. Attacks of 
urticaria are common in this as in other op vepige dis- 
eases, and the eruption generally lasts only for a short 
time. 


The eruption of ya on the skin and the local 
ptoms continue for many months in most and 
concurrently other general symptoms develop. There 
can be no doubt that the trypanosome produces toxic 
material, for attacks of urticaria due to it are often seen 
on the skin during the course of the malady. This 
toxin exercises an adverse influence on the bodily func- 
tions and as a result the animal loses spirit and con- 
dition, the coat becomes harsh and unhealthy, and the 
animal spends a good deal of its time lying down. 

Like other ti osomes, localisation of this parasite 
often occurs in the spinal cord—generally in fairly bad 
cases, and symptoms of weakness of the hind quarters 
and paralysis occur. These may be confined to feeble- 
ness of the hind quarters ; the animal ey oe | resting 
its hind limbs alternately or, if walking, ragging them 
forward in a listless manner ; or the hocks pasterns 
suddenly give way. 

In other cases the 


ysis sudden] 
without an falls 


previous indication and the animal 


and is unable to rise. The paralytic symptoms may dis- 
appear ; 


they may increase and complete paralysis re- 


hip, fetlock, etc. This sets up synovitis, in some cases 
slight and the symptoms intermittent. At other times 
the joint becomes distended with fiuid, the animal un- 
able to use it and ulceration of the carti follows. 

The parasite may invade the tissues of the eye and 
give rise to conjunctivitis, inflammation and ulceration 
of the cornea, etc. 

The mucous membrane of the nose at times becomes 
eroded and a purulent discharge may occur in small 
quantity while at the same time the submaxillary lym- 
phatic gland is enlarged and the agents glands sup- 
purating. Such cases resemble glanders. 


Higgins, who investigated the disease in Canada, gives 
the following table of symptoms in stallions and mares 
as he observed them :— 

Horse. Mare 

Swelling of vulva percent. — 34 

Swelling of penis » — 

Discharge from vulva 

CEdematous mucous membrane, vagina,, — 70 

Eversion of the meatus urinarius » 6&6 — 

Phymosis, paraphymosis » az — 

Levcodermic patches ; » 62 34 

Nervous incoordination, hind quarters ,, 25 30 

Patches 6 

Localised cedema os 10 

Keratitis, corneal opacity » 25 4 


These do not correspond with what is seen in India. 
In all the cases seen out here there were swollen cede- 
mateus mucous membrane of ina in mares and 


cedema of one case has been 
noted in which patches were not seen at some stage of 
the disease. 


Although some horses do recover, in the cases of 
apparent recovery as a rule development of the symp- 
toms ceases, and the animal picks up in condition when 
rested and well fed ; but the disease still remains pre- 
sent in a latent state and if the horse be again put to 
stud work it is likely that it will with 
renewed virulence. The osis therefore is not ugu- 
ally favourable and ——— methods of suppression 
are not recommended. It often —— in favourable 
circumstances that an animal may have 
several years in a latent form. 

Recovery. Recovery is more uent in cases in 
which the symptoms are little developed. When it 
occurs the morbid phenomena diminish, the wasting of 


for 
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the body ceases and the animal gets into good condition. 
The other ptoms nearly om gw Some, such as 
doughy poll of the sheath and leucodermic patches 
on the skin of th or scrotum, remain. Paralysis of 
the lips of the vulva with flaccidity, wrinkling and gap 
ing of the lower part frequently remain. Continental 
authorities regard complete recovery as rare. _ 

Observation of the parasite. It is often so difficult to 
find the parasites that some veterinarians thought that 
the Dourine of Europe differed from that seen in Algiers 
and India ; bnt careful observation in favourable cases 
has shown that the parasite dees exist, and is the cause 
of European Dourine. 

The earlier stages of the disease are the most favour- 
able for finding the parasite. It exists in very few 
numbers in the circulation and it is practically imposs- 
ible to find it there. It is easiest to find in the blood 
and cedema from the cedematous swellings of the penis 
or by scraping the congested and cedematous mucous 
membrane of the vagina. In some cases it persists for 
a long time in the tissues at the seat of inoculation, but 
it is not always easily found. Apparently it occurs in 
crops, although not so markedly as does the trypano- 
some of surra. It may be found, in ing numbers, 
in the bleod and cedema from the newly formed patches 
in the early stages of the di . It is not at all easy 
to find in advanced and indeeed in old cases, 
when the patches are not forming, it cannot always be 
seen. 


It does exist in the blood of the general circulation at 
times, however, because if a large quantity of this, 10c.c. 
for instance, be injected into a susceptible animal it will 
usually cause the di But a large quantity of blood 
is necessary, and it is not always successful unless the 
disease is active and symptoms are appearing. 


(Te be concluded ). 


NORTH MIDLAND 
VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 


[NationaL Brancu.] 


The fifth Annual Meeting was held at the Grand 
gg Sheffield, on Tuesday, Feb. 26, 1918. Present :— 
Mr. W. Collinson, President; Messrs. T. C. Fletcher, 
R. Hudson, J. S. Lloyd, W. Murgatroyd, S. H. Nixon, 
7 Robinson, 8. E. Sampson, C. Secker Smith, and H. 

om pson. 

An apol for non-attendance was received from 
Mr. J. H. Gillespie, Doncaster. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and con- 
firmed, on the motion of Mr. T. C. Fletcher, seconded 
by Mr. H. Thompson. 

The report of the Council meeting held on Jan. 29th 
was — on the an omen of Mr. T. C. Fletcher, 
seconded by Mr. H. — 

The Hon. Treasurer, Mr. H. Thom submitted 
the balance sheet for 1917, which showed a credit 
balance of £31 0s. 1d. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
By Mr. W. Cotuison, Anston. 


tlemen,—It is my first duty to thank for the 
honour you have done me in electing me President of 
this Association for the ensuing year, and I can assure 
you that I appreciate that honour very much. 

With your co-operation I trust we shall have an in- 
structive and pleasant year. I ask all the members to 
attend, as far as possible, whatever meetings we may be 
hold, as it is only by of ideas and 
pri practical experiences such an Association 
as this can confer on its members the full benefits in- 


tended. Not all the members have time or inclination 
to write a paper, but all have some cases of interest 
which they can bring forward for discussion, and I hope 
they will do so, and so make our meetings a success. 

It is with considerable diffidence I present this Presi- 
dential address, and therefore ask you to overlook the 
shortcomings. As my worthy predecessor threw his 
address open for discussion, I do the same, and ask you 
to give your individual opinion on anything that may 
arise of interest to you. 

For so young a Society, 1 consider we are in a healthy 
state, as the balance sheet before you shows. This is 
due to the energy of our past Presidents and our most 
energetic Hon. poeeatass, who I am sure deserves our 
best thanks for the trouble he has been at, and the time 
he has or to the work connected with this Associa- 
tion. It is up to us to keep things going until times 
again become normal, which [ am sure we all hope is 
not so py | far distant. 

I see a few of our brethren are endeavouring to form 
a Veterinary Medical Association at the, front, which 
they have entitled “The Somme Veterinary Association.” 
No doubt a good many very interesting cases will be 
brought forward there, and records kept of same. I 
hope ~~ will be reported in the veterinary press, so as 
to give all a chance of reading them, and of trying any- 
thing likely to be useful in private practice. 

On looking through The Record for 1917 the thing 
that struck me most is the state of the College finances. 
I see the voluntary subscriptions for 1917 amounted to 
£950 for the year, leaving a deficit of £250. If it had 
not been for these subscriptions the deficit would have 
been £1200. This would have been verging upon bank- 
ruptcy, a state of things no veterinary surgeon can look 
upon with equanimity. Surely those members who 
have not yet subscribed will do so, and save the situa- 
tion. I think the members of this Association have 
contributed their quota, and I ask any who have not 
yet done so to give the matter their serious considera- 
tion, and to send along their guinea, either through our 
worthy Hon. Sec. or direct. 

It is to be hoped that after the termination of the 
war the State will see its way to assist, as is done in 
most other countries. This aid will only be forthcoming 
if the necessity is constantly brought to their notice. 
This should bejdone by the Council of the R.C.V.S., and 
the Council should have the backing of all the Veter- 
ae Medical Associations, and of profession as a 
whole. 

It is very gratifying to see the State ition of 
some of our brethren now serving in H. M. eee for 
good work done. This confers lustre indirectly on the 
whole profession, and may have far reaching effects in 

e hear a about ession “going to the 
dogs,” but I think we should be more optineiatic, as 
there is a wide field opening out for the veterinary sur- 
geon of the future. There is no doubt more men will be 
required for the army and other Government appoint- 
ments, as well as for Public Health work. tter 
remuneration should, and I think will, be offered, and 
so will attract the best men, who will be specially trained 
for the work they undertake. 

The private practitioner is doing much better at the 
present time, not because so 7 men are away, but 
owing to the enhanced value of live stock. Y find 
and I have no doubt you gentlemen find, that you now 
t called in to attend many a case which in pre-war 

would have had to take its luck. The prices of 
stock are going to keep up for a good many years yet, 
and so I take it will the demand for professional advice. 
Whilst these high ae obtain farmers will keep breed- 
ing. This is another sphere in which the veterinary 


surgeon can render a public service—by giving advice 
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as to the mating of stock and exclusion of parents likely 
to transmit any hereditary disease. 

I also think there will be a demand for horses of an 
army type, and I trust better prices will be paid for 
them than formerly, so as to encourage the farmer to 
breed them. 

I understand the Shire horse has not been a success 
on actice service, and, if farmers would own up, he 
is not as useful an animal on the farm as a more active 
and cleaner-limbed animal. The price paid for these 
very big animals for town work has been the chief 
inducement to the breeder in the past. 

Veterinary medicine and surgery has during the past 
twenty years undergone great changes and made con- 
siderable progress, and there is no douot that this pro- 
gress will be maintained in the future. No doubt the 
gentlemen now on active service will, on returning to 
private practice, introduce many new methods of treat- 
ment, particularly in horse practice. Local and general 
anesthesia are now in everyday use where formerly the 
twitch, ine rope, or hobbles only were used, and the 
operation performed on a struggling patient—to the 
detriment of operator and subject. Incidentally I think 
- use of anzthetics makes a good impression on our 

ients. 

A wide field open to the veterinary surgeon of the 
future is that of preventive medicine, such as inocula- 
tions against black quarter, swine fever, abortion, etc., 
also the use of diagnostic agents, such as tuberculin and 
wallein. The veterinary st n is the proper person to 
apply these agents and should certainly be the only one 
permitted todo so. I should like to hear the experience 
of gentlemen present with the food now available for 
horses, cattle and pigs. I find a lot 
of very inferior stuff, with apparently very little nutrient 
value, judging from results. A good many carters and 
horsekeepers are using this pig meal for horse food, 
with resultant colic, impaction, eruption on skin, thick 
legs, and soon. Weare given to understand that this 

sho will last for some years. If so, can any 
suggestion be offered to horse owners—firstly, as to the 
proper proportions of these available foods to be given ; 
an ' ly, methods of countering the ill-effects of 
same 

The slaughter of horses for human food is a com - 
tively new industry in this country. I believe col 
flesh has been sold in some districts for a good many 

but to nothing like the extent that it is now. 

is will no doubt become a permanent industry now 

that the public are overcoming the prejudice. they 

formerly had for “Poppo.” I dare say Mr. Lloyd can 

ive us some information as to what they are doing in 
effield in this matter. ’ 

That the slaughter of all these horses for food will 
clear off a lot of undesirables there is no doubt, but I 
think it is also taking many horses with a good many 
years’ work in them, and so making it hard for the little 
man to obtain a cheap working horse. Of course, on 
the other hand, it is making the good horses more valu- 
able, and so making it better worth while to call for our 
assistance when they are ailing. 

_No doubt, gentlemen, you have expesienced some 
difficulty in obtaining drugs for some time now, and 
have had to use substitutes. I should like to hear your 
experience with these, as I think in the past we have 
been rather lavish in the use of drugs, while we now 
find we can do very well without a good many of them. 

I noticed a case where some parties had been fined for 
obtaining, on a veterinary certificate, some whisky for a 
poorly animal. I believe a good many members of the 
profession have thought they were within their rights 
in obtaining spirits in this manner. I myself have given 
& note and obtained some after hours on a few occasions 


when a long way from home and a stimulant has been 
ens pee and I have not had the necessary 
rug with me. 

{ trust, gentlemen, I have not bored you with this 
address, and I ho u will discuss freely any point of 
interest you may find. I thank you for the patient way 
in which you have given your attention. 


Mr. J.S. Luoyp said: Mr. President, = have singled 
me out in your address in regard to the killing of horses 
and the sale of horse flesh for human food. t week 
there were killed in Sheffield about 140 horses for human 
food, and it would perhaps be advisable for me to state 
shortly the procedure under which we are working. 
Several years ago we received applications at various 
times, mostly from two or three people, for the licensing, 
or registering, of a slaughter-house to be set apart for 
killing horses for human food. The Health Committee 
of the City Council appointed a Sub-Committee to deal 
with the matter, and they inspected one or two slaughter- 
houses, but at no time did they get hold of a slaughter- 
house which satisfied the conditions under which they 
considered this trade should be carried on. The most 
likely place was unfortunately quite close to a Council 
School, and although it was otherwise a suitable place 
permission was not granted. At that time it was in- 
tended to pickle the horsefiesh for sending abroad. 

When the large number of Belgian refugees came in- 
to Sheffield in 1914, amongst them were people who had 
been connected with horse-flesh trade in Belgium. The 
approached the Health Committee for permission to kill 
horses, and I may say that the application was backed 
up by the representative of a local firm of knacker men, 
and the Committee came to the conclusion that unless 
they a for these people they 
would probably provide one for themselves, very possib: 
outside the city. We had at that time a very 
slaughter-house being used as a gut scraping premises, 
which was let ata rental of 35/- pet week, and it was 
thought that accommodation could be found for the 
gut scraper elsewhere, on more or less derelict propert: 
belonging to the Corporation. A new place was | 
for him, and the slaughter-house was set apart for the 
slaughter of horses. This slaughter-house is a very good 
one for the purpose. Itis in the Shambles, although it 

a separate approach, and the horses can be brought 
in without actually going into the Shambles. The only 
drawback that we have is that there is no accommoda- 
tion for horses waiting to be killed, there being room 
only for about four animals, but we have some spare 
ground close by, and now that the proceeds from the 
slaughter-house are very considerable I hope that some 
money will be spent, and railings put up for tying the 
horses to. We do not want to make permanent ac- 
commodation, or we shall find that men are leaving 
horses all night. In one or two cases horses have been 
left under an archway all night and were impounded by 
the poles, and the owners have been com to pay 
for the feeding and accommodation of them. 

At the commencement the Markets Committee only 
charged 2/- per horse for the use of the slaughter-house. 
Recently the og has been doubled, so last week the 
proceeds of the slaughter-house amounted to £28. I 
think we are now justified in asking the Markets Com- 
mittee to provide more accommodation, and to keep a 
man to clean up, etc. I feel quite certain that if these 
horses had not been killed for human food there would 
have been a very serious outcry amongst poor people, 
who were unable to obtain any other meat. 

As to i tion. We inspect every horse alive. It 
was intended that either my assistant or myself should 
do it all, but owing to the very awkward times at which 
the men want to slaughter, and to the uncertainty of the 
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the lay inspector 
¢ of the work, and we have to make the best o 
it. The inspection is really not so very important, 
because we find that the greater number of the horses 
are very sound as regards diseases which would affect 
flesh. The rejections include canker in the feet, 
greasy legs, and extreme poverty. In regard to extreme 
poverty, 1 may say that any veterinary surgeon who 
goes to inspect a horse as regards fitness for food is going 
to be surprised if he assumes that every thin horse is not 
ing to be fit for human food. The horse we find to be 
worst is the one which has been worked down to skin 
and bone in the streets. The fiesh is very dark, the fat 
is very yellow, and the fat in the spaces between the 
dorsal spines is like jelly, and will not set. We have 
always put our foot down against canker and greasy leg. 
I do not think it is fair to pass a horse for. human f 
which has a nasty, dirty sore leg. 

T do not know Mr. President that I have much to say 
about the other portions of your address. I would like 
other members to take it up. There are several matters 
ro regard to drugs which they know more about than 

0. 

I would like to say how pleased I am to see you in the 
Chair, to thank you for your address, and to express the 
wish that you will have a pleasant year of office. 

Mr. T. C. Fietcaer: I am sure we all thank you for 
your kindness in giving us your Presidential address. 
and pectiomy for your kindness in throwing it open 
for discussion. There are several points which you 
touched upon in perhaps the lightest way you could, no 
doubt trusting that we may take them up more fully, 
and promote some discussion. The principal note I have 
made is with regard to the private practitioner and his 
outlook in the future. You are, I think, Mr. President, 
rather optimistic in your remarks as to the future of the 
private practitioner. I do not know why, but perhaps 
it is because I have been so long a private practitioner, 
and am on the second grade instead of the first, but Ido 
not look upon the future of the any practitioner with 
the same amount of optimism that you do. The short- 
age of horses is now making itself very materially felt to 
us in towns. The periods of being not “busy” are 
longer, and occur oftener. There used to be a time when 
a ome of days when we had practically nothing to do 
were looked upon as a great hardship, but, gentlemen, in 
my experience the periods of being not busy are getting 
longer, and to my mind more acute. There certainly is 
a field open in the dairy line, and there is a field open 
in the cattle breeding line. 

I think we should take some steps to protect the pro- 

' fession against the use of quack medicines. I do not 
think there is any one of us, particularly one in a market 
town practice, who knows to what extent we are robbed 
of what is our legitimate compensation by quack 
medicines, and although perhaps it may seem funny for 
me to say it, I think we ought to have some of these 
quack medicines analysed and the constituents published, 
on the same lines that the British Medical Association 
did with their “Secret Remedies.” You will no doubt 
remember that they published a book giving the analysis 
of most of the secret remedies before the public, and 
giving everyone who purchased the book an insight into 

profit upon these ee and the contents of 
them. I think if we got the lysis of some of these 
quack medicines, and showed our clients what they 
were buying at 1/9 and 2/9 per bottle, it would be a 
warning to them as to the amount of profiteering that is 
being indulged in at their expense, and would perha 
be an inducement to them to come to us more frequently. 
To my mind we do not fill the place of some of these 
medicines. We send out certain bottles of medi- 
which we give, and I should think most of us limit 
our bottles of medicine which have a ised label to 
three—colic drink, stimulating drink, rubbing oils. 


time of arrival of of the ani 
some mals, 


We have a plain label on most of our bottles that we 


f | take with us, and when a bottle is left tc be used in a 


certain case, if it is not all used for that particular 
animal, the client is at a loss what to do with it. I find 
that given a man has something by him with some read- 
ing on it to give him some idea of its effect, he uses it, 
and it is surprising what clients will use on animals 
when they think they know the disease from which the 
animal is suffering. I think we are to blame for allow- 


ing these quack medicines to make so much headway. 
* ‘ith to the question of local and general anzs- 
esia. 


alf of us use anesthetics in their very 
mildest form, or only resort to occasional use, [ myself 
hate anesthetics. I hate to use an anesthetic, sim 
because it is a matter of which I am terribly afraid. It 
is perhaps not seeing the constant use of them that has 

jjudiced me against them, but it is wonderful how 
bas @ man can go through a practice without usi 
anesthetics, either for a or any other animal. 
must say I have not been enamoured by the use of 
anesthetics. We want more experience of their use, 
and we have not, as far as I know, got a proper anws- 
thetic mixture that is without danger. remember 
one case of an old pony. I carefully anzsthetised the 
pony for dividing a tendon. I pot my operation done 
very nicely, and got everythin, und up nicely, and 
when I looked round I found the pony was dead. 

As to the food of pigs, and horse food : I can only re- 
iterate the expressions of people one meets in daily 
practice. The food of pigs, which is generally “sharps,’, 
they say won’t feed a pig at all. The food of horses is 


causing a t amount of in tion, and it is not sur- 
prising. ep ed lately one has had cases not of skin 
disease, but of lice amongst horses. I think I have used 


more lice dressing for horses since the food of horses has 
been deteriorating than at any time previously in my 
life, and I have put this down to lack of nourishment. 
It may be that the animals are not being groomed 
properly, but they are certainly in a dirty conditi 
which may perhaps be due to the food, or to want 
grooming—or per ps both. 

Mr. Lloyd touched upon the question of horse 
flesh. I would just raise the question as to whether 
more care ought to be taken that horses are not 
destroyed that are of national importance as regards 
work. To my mind there are numbers of horses that 
the horse-slaughterers are giving a sufficient price to in- 
duce the people to have them killed, when those horses 
would be saleable and useful, either on the land or as 
workable horses in towns. At a milkman’s sale the 
other day there was an old pony. This pony, which 
fetched £16, was bog my by a horse-slaughterer and was 
killed the following day. It seemed to mea t pity 
that this pony should be slaughtered, for although he 
was old there was plenty of work left in him. 

In connection with the use of drugs: the scarcity of 
drugs is going to become a burning question in the 
be apes | profession, and what we are going to use in 
place of them. Linseed oil is becoming now almost an 
unknown quantity from the fact that the Government 
have commandeered it for margarine, and I, in a big cattle 
practice, am a great believer in linseed oil in certain 
affections. What I can substitute for it I hardly know. 
Mineral oils would not be suitable, and there is no other 
vegetable oil which I know that could be substituted. 
This wants a great deal of consideration by us—what 
drugs can we substitute, and what can -we do to sur- 
mount the present difficulty in procuring them. Tur- 
pentine is quite scarce, and this is absolutely necessary 
to us for making certain kinds of liniments, and for 
internal use. There is also the question of opium. 
have bought Turkey opium many times at 9/6 and 10/6 
per Ib., and the Persian opium, which at one time I 
would not have, is now £4 6s. perlb. What is to take 


the place of opium ? a 
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chloral hydrate. This is useful certainly; but to 


mind in certain affections it does not take the place of | Tem 


my 

ium, and our patients will have to put up with the 

oe of it—for it is evident that we rnd pep £4 6s. for 

opium to use asa tincture. I shall be very pleased if 
anyone can give any suggestions for substitutes. 

am greatly obliged to you, Mr. President, for your 

8, and, having occupied the chair last year, [ trust 

you will find the members as ready to receive anything 

you have to say as they were-with me. 
(To be concluded ) 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V5S. 


The Secretary of the Royal Col of Veteri 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the re of the follow. 
ing subscriptions for 1918 :— 


R. J. Forrest, Capt. a.v.c. £1 10 
G. A. Kelly, Capt. a.v.c. (1915, 17,18) 3 3 0 
G. Moir, ‘Capt. A.V.C. 
W. R. Neale, Maj. A.v.c. 110 
A. C. Newsom, A.V.S., C.M.G. 
H. Nye, Loughton 
C. Pack, Lymington &.. 
A.V.C., T.D. 110 
. A. Pryer, t. A.V.C,, D.8.0. 110 
W. W. Reekie, ng 110 
G. Rees-Mogg, Maj. a.v.c. 
J.J. M.Soutar, Capt. a.v.c. 110 
P. S. Sparling, Capt. a.v..c 
Previously acknowledged = 703 17 0 

£721 14 0 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


: War Office, April 25. 
_ With reference to the awards conferred, as announced 
in the London Gazette dated January 18th, 1918, the 
following are the statements of service for which the 
decorations were conferred :— 
* + * * 

_ Temp. Capt. F. C. Gritarp, a.v.c., when his horse 
lines were heavily bombed by hostile aircraft he rushed 
there and personally dressed every wounded animal, 
though at least fifty bombs dropped in or near the lines. 


Extracts from London Gazette, 
War Orrice, April 26. 
Reeutar Forces. VETERINARY CoRPs. 


Maj. J.J. Aitken, p.s.0., retains the actg. 
rank of Lt.-Col. on alteration in posting (Aug. 30, 1917) 
substituted for the notification in Gazette of 
an, 1). 
Temp. Lieuts. to be temp. Capts.:—H. W. A. Zealand, 
TN. Ellah (Apl. 11). 
April 27. 


j. W. Jowett, F.n.c.v.s., from S. Afr. V.C., to be temp. 
aj. (Apl. 9). 
Temp. Lt. to be temp. Capt. :—M. I. Farrell (Apl. 11). 
April 30. 
. Neilson 


Temp. Lts. to be temp. Capts.:—T. Bowlas, 
(Api. 16). 


May 1. 

p. Capt. K. Barker i his decmnienion On 
acct. of ill-health contracted on active service (May 2 ) 

Temp. Lt. to be temp. Capt. :—J. E. Pottie (Apl. 18). 


May 2. 
to be Temp. Capt.:—P. R. 
To be temp. Lt. :—G. J. Harvey (Apl. 18). 


The following casualties are reported :— 
Diep or Wounps—Capt. H. McC. Johnston, a.v.c., 
attd. Dragoons. 


= 


TEMPORARY A.V.C. OFFICERS AND THE 
COUNCIL ELECTION. 


To the Editor of “The Veterinary Record.” 


Sir,—Officers of the A.V.C. are, in the interests of 
dici line, prevented from criticism of the organisation 
of the Corps. 

Temporary A.V.C. officers are the chief section of the 

fession at present but have no representative on the 
ist of nominees for election. Therefore, will all the 
civilian nominees study, with an up to-date Army List, 
thé present position of the Temporary Officers, as 
regards rank and scope, as compared with the . 
manent officers of the A.V.C., and also publish their 
views as soon as they can as to whether the country is 
making the most out of the professional experience of 
its temporary A.V.C. men in this long world war, and, 
if not, what remedies they will, if elected, urge the 
R.C.V.S. Council to recommend to be taken. Tem- 
porary officers will then have a guide as to whom to 

or. 


vote 
TEMPORARY. 


(May 16 is latest date for nominations for Election to 
Council.] 


OBITUARY. 


J. HamMonp, M.R.c.v.s., Bale, Briningham, Norfolk. 
Graduated, Lond: May, 1852. 


Mr. Hammond died 22nd April, 1918, aged 88. 
W. H. Hucues, m.R.c.v.s., 36 Mansell St., Swansea. 
Lond ; April, 1876. 
Death occurred February, 1918. 


Personal. 


New Anatesey Justice.—ol. T. E. I. Lloyd presided 
at yesterday’s sitting of the Llangefni Magistrates ; Mr. 
O. Trevor- Williams took his seat as a magistrate for the 
first time in the Court, having qualified at the Quarter 
Sessiors the previous week. Mr. Trevor- Williams. who 
is a veterinary surgeon, has taken a prominent part in 
the public life of the town. He has been a member of 
the U.D. Council for twenty years, and Chairman of the 
same for two years. He is a Governor of the local 
County School, and a member of the local Tribunal and 
the Food Control Committee. He is the founder of the 
N. W. Vety. Medical Association which held i's first 
meeting at Llungefni in 1900. He was a member of the 
Hon. Veterinary Examiners at the London Hackney 
a in 1912.— The Liverpool Daily Post and Mercury, 

pril 16. 
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Ineffective Sheep Dips. 


From a report recently submitted by the Chief Con- 
stable at the half-yearly meeting of the Perthshire Local 
Authority, under the Diseases of Animals Acts, it was 
learned that there had been 17 outbreaks of sheep scab 
since August, and that in 15 of these cases the disease 
had been confirmed. In several cases farmers had been 
prosecuted for failure to notify cases. 

The Chief Constable reported that during the past 
half-year be had had 24 samples of dip taken from the 
dipping baths and anal and in ten of these cases the 

were of opinion thatthe samples were ineffective. 
The Committee resolved to recommend to the Board 


that the Sheep Dippi | in 
case of arsenical dips the quantity of arsenic, and in re 
case of tar product dips the quantity of tar oils and tar 
acids which an effective wash should contain. They 
also ask what taken to 
see that the dips appro them were kept up to 
uired standard. 
here were eleven cases of anthrax reported. The 
Chief Constable in his statement pointed out that this 
was the smallest number of such cases for many years, 
and that, in view of previous controversies as to the 
cause of this disease, it was interesting to note that dur- 
ing the period under review there had been a general 
shortage of imported feeding cakes.—V. B. Agric. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- 
and-Mouth | Glanders.t Swine Fever. 
4 Out- | Ani- Sheep} 

Period. .| Out- | Ani- Poreaks| mais.}, | Scab] Out- | Slangh- 
mals. ry mals. | 

(a) {b) (>) | @ 
Gr. BRITAIN. 
Week ended April 27 4 4 1 1; 88] 129 40 ~ 
| 20 q 46 | 6 58 
1916 =... | «14 4} 116 326 
week in 1915 ...| 12 | 12 | “+ gal e7] 5: os | 44s 
Total for 17 weeks, 1918 ...  ... | 118 | 128 14| 36] 2280 | 4315] 222] 323 114 
1917... | 229 268 10| 19] 1200 | 2523; 348] 840 344 
Corresponding { 1916 | 260 1 24 21} 62] 1162 | 2824] 165] 1528 | 4691 
1915... | 267 267 1L| $198 | $447! 143] 1275 | 5546 


The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was suspended from 6th August, 1914, to 19th March, 1915, inclusive 
Londen 1 


t 
a) Confirmed. (b) Reported by Loca] Authorities. 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, April 30, 1918 


+ Counties affected, animals attacked :— 
Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 


Outbreaks 
IRGLAND. Week ended April 20 | 1 4 
1917... ong 10 14 199 
Corresponding Week in 1916... 6 6 58 
‘1915... 2 7 0 15 
Total for 16 weeks, 1938 wie 1 1 148 7 27 
2 2 1 $1 661 
Corresponding period in 1916 ... 1 5 ee és6 91 481 
1916 ... 1 1 1 3 15 209 87 180 
Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland. (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, April 22, 1918 
Outbreaks 
IRELAND. Week ended April 27 2 3 
1917 ... eee 9 17 81 
- Corresponding Week in ; 1916 ... ove 4 9 49 
1915... 1 4 87 
Total for 17 weeks, 1918 1 1 57 151 7 27 
1917 ... 2 2 1 1 16 — 108 742 
Oorresponding period i 1916 ... 1 5 jn ote ie 28 3 100 530 
1915 ... 1 1 1 3 16 213 95 . 567 


blin, April 29, 
—— of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Prato Dublin, April 29, 1918 


Note.— figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 
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